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Taylor & Francis Group is an international company originating
in England that publishes books and academic journals. It is a
division of Informa plc, a United Kingdom-based publisher and

conference company.!]
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Overview

The company was founded in 1852 when William Francis joined
Richard Taylor in his publishing business. Taylor initially founded his
company in 1798. Their subjects covered include agriculture,
chemistry, education, engineering, geography, law, mathematics,

medicine, and social sciences.!®!

From 1917 to 1930 Francis' son, Richard Taunton Francis (1883-—
1930) was sole partner in the firm.[®!

In 1965 Taylor & Francis launched Wykeham Publications and began
book publishing. In 1988 it acquired Hemisphere Publishing and the
company was renamed Taylor & Francis Group to reflect the growing
number of imprints. In 1990 Taylor & Francis exited from the
printing business to concentrate on publishing. In 1998 Taylor &
Francis Group went public on the London Stock Exchange and in the
same year the group purchased its academic publishing rival
Routledge for £90 million.['% Acquisitions of other publishers has
remained a core part of the group’s business strategy.['% Taylor &
Francis merged with Informa in 2004 to create a new company called
T&F Informa, since renamed back to Informa.l'® Following the
merger, T&F closed the historic Routledge books office in New Fetter
Lane, London and relocated to its current headquarters in Milton
Park, Oxfordshire.['! Taylor & Francis Group is now the academic
publishing arm of Informa and accounted for 30.2% of Group
Revenue and 38.1% of Adjusted Profit in 2017.[12]
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Taylor & Francis publishes more than 2,700 journals, and Engineering, and
approximately 7,000 new books each year, with a backlist of over Mathematics)
140,000 tit‘les a‘vailablt? in prir.lt a.lnd .digital f01?n.1ats.[12]' It us‘es the | Revenue £530M in 20171
Routledge imprint for its publishing in humanities, social sciences,
behavioural sciences, law and education and the CRC Press imprint £490.4M in 2016[°]
for its publishing in science, technology, engineering, and No. of 1 8006
ics.[5113] - ience | . ’

mathematics. In 2017, T&F sold assets from its Garland Science employees
imprint to W. W. Norton & Company and then ceased to use that . )

14112 Official taylorandfrancis.com (htt
brand.[141112]

website p://taylorandfrancis.com)

Although generally considered the smallest of the 'Big Four' STEM

publishers (Reed-Elsevier, Wiley-Blackwell, Springer, and Taylor &
Francis),['® its Routledge imprint is claimed to be the largest global
academic publisher within humanities and social sciences.['6l17] The
company's journals have been delivered through the Taylor & Francis
Online website since June 2011. Prior to that they were provided through
the Informaworld website.['8] Taylor & Francis ebooks are now available
via the TaylorFrancis website.['®] Taylor & Francis operates a number of
Web services for its digital content including Routledge Handbooks
Online,?9 the Routledge Performance Archive,?!l Secret Intelligence

Files!?? and Routledge Encyclopedia of Modernism.[?%! Taylor & Francis
offers Open Access publishing options in both its books[?4l and journals[?°] Previous Taylor & Francis logo from
divisions and through its Cogent Open Access journals imprint.l'? Taylor a 1900 publication

& Francis is a member of several professional publishing bodies including
the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association,?8! the International
Association of Scientific, Technical, and Medical Publishers,?”! the
Association of Learned & Professional Society Publishersi?®l and The
Publishers Association.[?®! In 2017, after collaborating together for several
years, T&F purchased specialist digital resources company Colwiz.[30I31]

The group has approximately 1,800 employees!®! located in at least 18
offices worldwide. Its head office is based in Milton Park, Abingdon in the

United Kingdom, with other offices in Stockholm, Leiden, New York, Boca
Raton, Philadelphia, Kentucky, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong, Routledge Taylor & Francis at an

Beijing, Shanghai, Taipei, Melbourne, Sydney, Cape Town, Tokyo and New American academic conference,
Delhi.[61132] 2008.

The old Taylor and Francis logo depicts a hand pouring oil into a lit lamp,
along with the Latin phrase "alere flammam" - to feed the flame (of

knowledge). The modern logo is a stylised oil lamp in a circle.

Controversies

In 2013, the entire board of the Journal of Library Administration

resigned in a dispute over author licensing agreements.[33!

In 2013-2016, the toxicology journal owned by Taylor & Francis, Critical

Taylor & Francis at the University of

London School of Advanced Study
articles: Williams et al.(2016),Greim et al.(2015) and Kier & Kirkland History Day, 2017.

Reviews in Toxicology, published Monsanto-sponsored ghostwritten

(2013). Critical Reviews in Toxicology was accused of being a "broker of

junk science" by the Center for Public Integrity. 34! According to Waldman
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et al., Taylor & Francis was already conducting an investigation into Monsanto’s misconduct with respect to the

ghostwritten publications in Critical Reviews in Toxicology in 2017. Editor Roger McClellan is quoted: “These are

serious accusations relative to scientific publishing canons and deserve very careful investigation.... I can assure you

that Taylor & Francis, as the publisher, and I, as the Scientific Editor of Critical Reviews in Toxicology, will carefully

investigate the matter and take appropriate action.” [3°! As of 2018, no action has been taken by Taylor & Francis.

In 2017, Taylor & Francis was strongly criticized for getting rid of a public health journal editor-in-chief who accepted

articles critical of corporate interests. The company replaced the editor with a corporate consultant without consulting
the editorial board.[36!

Taylor & Francis created what has been called "predatory journals" in a scheme to transfer rejected manuscripts from

its other journals to the Cogent Series. Authors of rejected manuscripts are asked to submit their papers to a Cogent

Series journal for a significant pay-to-publish transaction. The scheme, however, was exposed as having a sham peer

review process when Cogent Social Sciences accepted a hoax article, "The conceptual penis as a social construct.”

When the authors announced the hoax, Taylor & Francis retracted the article.

Acquired companies and discontinued imprints

A.A.Balkema (acquired in 2003)[38
Accelerated Developments Inc. (acquired in 1994)!1°]
Acumen Publishing (acquired in 2014)39

Adam Hilger (acquired in 2005 as part of IOP Publishing books division)

AK Peters (acquired in 2010)

The Analytic Press (acquired with Lawrence Erlbaum and Associates in 2006)!]

Anderson Publishing (acquired in 2014 from Elsevier)[4°!
Architectural Pressl41]

Arnold (acquired in 2012)[42]

Ashgate (acquired in July 2015)43]

Auerbach Publications[#4!

Baywood Publishing (acquired in 2016)4°!
Bellwether Publishing (acquired in 2013)[46]
Bibliomotion (acquired in 2016)47]

BIOS Scientific Publishers (acquired in 2003)"°!
Bloomsbury Journals (acquired in 2015)48!
Brunner-Mazell10]

Brunner-Routledge (acquired in 1998)1]
Carfax (acquired with Routledge in 1998)[10]
Cavendish (acquired in 2006)4°]

Colwiz[3"!

CRC Press (acquired in 2003)l1% This imprint is still used.

Curzon (acquired in 2001)[10]

David Fulton Press!®?!

Dove Medical Press (acquired in 2017)®1]
Donhead Publishing (acquired in 2013)52]
Earthscan (acquired in 2011)[%3!

Europa Publications (acquired in 1999)[%4]

Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers (acquired in 2002)['0]
Focal Press (acquired in 2012)5°]

Frank Cass (acquired in 2003)[°¢]

Garland Science (acquired in 1996)10]
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= Gordon & Breach (acquired in 2001)57]

= Gower (acquired with Ashgate in 2015)[%8]

» Greengage Press (acquired in 2013)°9

= Greenleaf Publishing/GSE Research (acquired in 2017)[60l61]

» Harwood Academic (acquired with Gordon & Breach in 2001)19]
= Haworth Press (acquired in 2007)[!

= Heldref Publications (except World Affairs) (acquired in 2009)62]
» Hemisphere Publishing (acquired in 1988)[10]

= Hodder Education Group (acquired 2012)(63]

= Holcomb Hathaway (acquired in 2016)64]

= Karnac Publishing (acquired in 2017)[6°1(66]

= Landes Bioscience (acquired in 2014)[7]

= Lawrence Erlbaum and Associates (acquired in 2006)[10]
» Left Coast Press Inc. (acquired in 2016)[68!

= Maney Publishing (acquired in 2015)[43]

= Manson Publishing (acquired in 2014)[6°]

= Marcel Dekker (acquired in 2003){70]

= Martin Dunitz (acquired in 1999)[10]

= M.E. Sharpe, Inc. (acquired in 2014)[71]

= Paradigm Publishers (acquired in 2014)l72]

= Parthenon Publishing (acquired with CRC Press in 2003)[73!

= Pickering & Chatto Publishers (acquired in 2015)l4]

= Planners Press (acquired in 2017 from the American Planning Association)[”2Il76]
= Productivity Press (acquired in 2007)[77]

= Psychology Press!’8]

= Pyrczak Publishing (acquired in 2016)[7°]

= Radcliffe Healthcare (acquired in 2015)(80!

= RFF Press (acquired with Earthscan in 2011)[81]

= Routledge (acquired in 1998)!10 This imprint is still used.

= Scandinavian University Press Journals (acquired in 2000)!10]

= Speechmark Publishing (acquired in 2016)821183]

= Spon Press (acquired with Routledge in 1998)[10]

= St Jerome Publishing (acquired in 2013)(84]

= Swets & Zeitlinger Publishers (acquired in 2003)[38]

» Taylor Graham Journals (acquired in 2003)[73!

= Transaction Publishers (acquired in 2016)8(86]

= Westview Press (acquired in 2017)87]

= Willan Publishing (acquired in 2010)881(89]

See also

= Category:Taylor & Francis academic journals
= Routledge
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